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2015 International Conference of the Korean Educational Administration Society/

Korea-Japan Joint International Symposium of Educational Administration Society

Contemporary Education Policy in East Asia: Challenges and Issues
15 October 2015, Seoul National University

Education is a key factor in economic development, especially in East Asia where
economic and education development has been rapidly accomplished during the
last few decades. Educational expansion in Korea in the past few decades has been
remarkable, and in China, dramatic expansions in education coincided with a period
of dramatic growth in the youth population. In addition, Japan, Korea, Singapore,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong have achieved securing high-quality education, with their
students consistently topping international tests such as OECD’ s Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) for many years. Some scholars explain the
rapid economic and education development from a cultural perspective—Confucianism
which encourage states’ active roles in peoples’ welfare and emphasizes education
as a channel for social mobility. The rapid development enables to expand education

opportunities for low social class and support economic development.

On the other hand, these rapid developments were accompanied with various
troubles. A well known issue is private tutoring. Private tutoring especially for college
admission is considered to be a critical social and policy issues in these countries. The
quality of education is also questionable because students in the East Asian countries
have weakness in having critical thinking, communication, leadership skills compared
to their western counterpart. Moreover, inequality between social classes recently
became a serious social issue and unemployment of college graduates is growing. In
sum, countries in East Asia are struggling to maintain their education development

and to overcome these challenges at the same time.

The East Asian countries have developed various policy strategies to address these
challenges. Examples include large scale reforms of education systems in Hong Kong
SAR China and Taiwan. As well as these large scale reforms, these countries also
pay attention to details of school management and teaching and learning practices. In
addition, these countries actively invest their resources to build a globally competitive
university to enhance the quality of higher education and strive to build a research

hub in their territories. The East Asian countries share similarities due to the
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common experiences of rapid economic development which lead for them to introduce
similar policy initiatives at the same time. Therefore, it is worthwhile to investigate
policy initiatives, ideas, and experiences across the East Asian nations and from this,
it will be possible to draw various implications for other developing countries in South

East Asia, Latin American, or Africa.

The current international conference/joint symposium promotes scholastic discussions
on major education policy issues and challenges in the North East Asian countries.
The Korean Educational Administration Society hosts scholars from the four countries
from Japan, China, Taiwan, and Korea to deliver a presentation on a core education
policy issues in each country. Presenters may consider some policy issues related to
the theme exemplified below. However, the topics of presentation are not bounded by
the examples. Invited presenters are welcomed to choose their own topics or some

combinations of the topics listed below.

- Accountability initiatives and its impacts

- Governance changes and school reforms

- Teacher training systems (in-service and pre-service training, employment,
promotion, etc)

- Curriculum policy under changing political environment in each country

- Mass higher education and unemployment of college graduates

- National initiatives for building a research competitive university

The conference/symposium will be held at the Seoul National University on October
15, 2015. The organization committee expects high quality paper and we are planning
to publish selected papers in an internationally recognized journal. The paper should
be written in English and the presentation should be also delivered in English. The
deadline for full paper submission is August 30, 2015 and Power Point material needs
to be submitted by September 30, 2015. The venue of the conference/symposium is
Hoam Faculty House and further details regarding the venue can be found from the

following link (http://www.hoam.ac.kr/eng/).
We hope that this international conference/symposium provides an academic

networking between the four countries and hope to further develop collaborative

research in the future.
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Yours Sincerely,
Saehoon Park, Ph.D.
President, The Korean Educational Administration Society

Professor, Chonbuk National University
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